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Personal
Full name: Joanna Lucy Forbes

Married name: L’Estrange

Date of birth: 5 December 1971

Place of birth: Bangor, North Wales

Address: 4, Bury Green Cottages, Wheathampstead, Herts. AL4 8AE

Tel/Fax: 01582 833684

Mobile: 07976 939020

Email: Joanna@forbes-lestrange.co.uk
Website: www.forbes-lestrange.co.uk
Education/Qualifications
1990-1993: MA (Hons) Oxon in Music from Oxford University (Hertford College) 
1993-1994: P.G.C.E. Secondary Music from Reading University 

1988-1990: Woking College, 

Old Woking, Surrey (4 A’levels)

1984-1988: Winston Churchill School,

Woking, Surrey (10 G.C.S.E.s)

Grade 8 cello (Distinction)

Grade 8 piano (Merit)
Career
2004- : Freelance singer, writer, producer, workshop presenter & teacher of singing

1997-2004: Soprano/MD with The Swingle Singers

1994-1997: Teacher of Music at 

Bishop Ramsey C of E School, Ruislip

Relevant skills/hobbies

Excellent sight-reading

Arranging for voices

Choral directing

Piano accompanying

Dancing & acting experience

To find out more, visit:

www.forbes-lestrange.co.uk
Biography

Joanna was born in Bangor, North Wales, into an eminent musical family of composers and performers, and read Music at Oxford University. She has performed throughout Europe, Scandinavia, the Middle East, North and South America, Australasia and Asia, most notably with internationally renowned a cappella group The Swingle Singers, of which she was soprano and Musical Director for seven years and with whom she recorded and produced six albums.

Renowned for her versatility as a singer, Joanna works in many musical fields (see right for details of repertoire).  As a classical consort singer, she regularly appears throughout Europe at festivals of Early and Contemporary Music with specialist groups including the Gabrieli Consort, Florilegium, Trinity Baroque, Ex Cathedra, Tenebrae, Polyphony, A Capella Portuguesa, Cappella Nova, the Dunedin Consort and Tonus Peregrinus, of which she is a founder member. She has made commercial recordings with many of these groups, particularly for Naxos and Hyperion; as a soloist, Joanna gives recitals and performs opera and oratorio; as a jazz singer, Joanna has appeared in London at Ronnie Scott’s, the 606 Club and The National Jazz Archive and also at Wavendon Stables as well as at private functions and corporate events; she is currently recording her first solo album with her group, L’Estranges in the Night. 
Joanna is much in demand as a session singer for radio, film and television; she is currently singing and arranging for BBC TV’s Romantics, written and presented by Peter Ackroyd; she has twice appeared on The Vicar of Dibley and sang on the soundtracks for various films including Spy Game, Tombraider and Star Wars.  She collaborated with pop band Pulp on their album We Love Life and sang on the demo for Ecce cor meum by Sir Paul McCartney.
Apart from singing, Joanna writes arrangements for choirs (published by OUP, Faber Music and The Swingle Singers), leads choral workshops throughout Britain and America (including for the prestigious ABCD and its American counterpart, the ACDA) and produces CD recordings. She teaches singing at St Paul’s Boys’ School, London, and coaches a cappella groups at Christ’s Hospital School in Horsham.
Repertoire

Consort

Avant-garde repertoire includes A-Ronne and Sinfonia by Luciano Berio (the latter of which Joanna has performed numerous times with the world’s leading orchestras) and Stockhausen’s Stimmung.  Besides singing in European languages, she has performed in Russian, including for Kurtag’s Songs of Despair & Sorrow and the Rachmaninov Vespers.  World premieres have included Balancing the books by Michael Nyman (City of London Festival, 2000) Déjeuner sur l’herbe by Pascal Zavaro (Radio France, 2001) and Joby Talbot’s Path of Miracles (City of London Festival, 2005).

Oratorio 
Joanna is much in demand as an oratorio soloist and performs of all of the core works by Monteverdi, Bach, Handel, Vivaldi, Purcell, Haydn, Mozart, Brahms, Poulenc, Britten and Rutter. Her repertoire also includes Carissimi’s Jephthe. Mahler’s 4th Symphony, Carmina Burana by Orff and various new works by contemporary composer William Hayward.

Opera

Joanna has appeared at the Chatelet in Paris and at Teatro alla Scala, Milan, in productions of works by the late Luciano Berio and contemporary composer, Azio Corghi.  With the New Israeli Orchestra in Tel Aviv, she played the part of the Princess in Ravel’s L’enfant et les sortileges.  She has worked under theatre director Lynn Binstock, performing opera scenes from Massenet’s Werther (playing Sophie) and Hansel & Gretel by Humperdinck (playing Gretel).  Joanna has also played Belinda and Dido in Purcell’s Dido & Aeneas.

Recital

Joanna’s recital repertoire reflects her vocal versatility, encompassing English song, Italian arias, German lieder, Music Theatre and jazz songs, cabaret numbers and contemporary pieces.  She has performed duet recitals with countertenor Alexander L’Estrange, performing, amongst other works, Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater.  Joanna gave the world premiere on BBC Radio 4 of Michael Garrick’s setting of Larkin’s Fuel-form Blues.
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